The Enlightenment
And Romanticism:
18th and 19th century 

[image: image1.jpg]



                                                                   Valencia College

HUM2234

CRN 17074
MW 1:00-2:15pm
Building 5 Room 227
This class is for three credit hours

Prerequisite: ENC 1101

Professor Bob G. Warren

Read the following quotes and think about how the meaning of these quotes change as you learn more about the period. If you wish to respond or follow up on any of these quotes, extra consideration can be given to whatever essay is in the works at that time. Ask me about how.
“Life as we know it is not much like the life from which our philosophical tradition arose.  Plato and Socrates were citizens of a small and intimate city state, with publicly accepted standards of virtue and taste, in which the educated class derived its outlook from a single collection of incomparable poetry, but in which all other forms of knowledge were rare and precious.  The intellectual realm had not yet been divided into sovereign territories, and thought was an adventure which ranged freely in all directions, pausing in wonder before those chasms of the mind which we now know as philosophy.  Unlike the great Athenians, we live in a crowded world of strangers, from which standards of taste have all but disappeared, in which the educated class retains no common culture, and in which knowledge has been parceled out into specimens, each asserting its monopoly interest against the waves of migrant ideas.  Nothing in this world is fixed: intellectual life is one vast commotion, in which myriad voices strive to be heard above the din.  But as the quantity of communication increases, so does its quality decline; and the most important sign of this is that it is no longer acceptable to say so.  To criticize popular taste is to invite the charge of elitism, and to defend distinctions of value – between the virtuous and the vicious, the beautiful and the ugly, the sacred and the profane, the true and the false – is to offend against the only value-judgment that is widely accepted, the judgment that judgments are wrong.”  Roger Scruton from An Intelligent person’s Guide to Philosophy 1996
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Rene Descartes – an illustration of a theory of vision from Treatise on Man 1677
I would like you to think about the above quote.  Though we are going to be dealing with a time different than the temporal inflection of the “now,” The Enlightenment has had a heavy hand in where we find ourselves at the moment.  Aside from the shift in tastes in art and architecture, the Enlightenment was a time of criticism, where a turning point in Western philosophy made both the Industrial Revolution possible as well as paved the way to what is understood as the scientific method.  
“Can that be love that drinks another as a sponge drinks water – 

That clouds with jealousy his nights, with weepings all the day, 

To spin a web of age around him, grey and hoary, dark,

Till his eyes sicken at the fruit that hangs before his sight?

Such is self-love that envies all, a creeping skeleton

With lamplike eyes watching around the frozen marriage-bed.”

William Blake from The Daughters of Albion 1793
William Blake is considered by some the first Romantic poet; Blake was also thought of as an enigma.  He stands alone, and in some respects, as far as British Romanticism is concerned, is the dividing line (imaginary though it may be) between the age before and the age after.  
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William Blake - Capaneus the Blasphemer (Inferno, Canto XIV) 1824-27
Technology in the classroom:

If you plan to use technology in my class, you must fill out a contract.  This should be either typed or clearly printed. You will state that you will use technology only for the purposes of the class (this means notes or e-text, not searches of any kind, etc.).You will also write that you understand if you use technology for any other reason it is grounds to automatically fail the class, no debate.  You will sign and date this contract and hand it into me.  Cell phones, smart watches, smart glasses, etc. do not count: only laptops or tablets.

· I understand that I am using technology for the sole purpose of class while in class.  This means only for note taking purposes or as directed in class specifically. If I use technology for any other reason, I realize that I could fail the class outright. Date:                               Signature:

Email Rules:

 I will not answer an email that does not identify the class (prefix and CRN) and the time and the day, as well, of course, the issue. You should write your email using full grammatical rules and sign it respectfully.  I will never answer an email regarding material you missed in class due to absence. I repeat, I will not answer email with no prefix, CRN, subject or with questions about what you missed if you were absent, so if you are wondering why you are not getting answers to your email, I will know you have not looked at the syllabus. If there is a credible reason, make an appointment to come by and ask me in person.  I will be more than happy to discuss it with you in that manner.

Do not submit assignments via E-mail without prior approval! 
	Professor Warren Office Hours
Bwarren11@valenciacollege.edu    ext 1250                        Office: 5-248
	

	MW: 11:30-12:30

Tuesday only: 9:00-10:00

TR: 1:30-2:30

F: email 12:00-5:00
	If you need to make a special appointment or need to talk to me for any reason, please feel free to approach me and make arrangements.
If I am here, and you have a question of any kind, please feel free to drop in. Knock if the door is closed; it is to keep sound, not people, out.


Required Texts & Materials: 
The Portable Enlightenment Reader Penguin Edition, ed. Isaac Kramnick (required-asap)
The Penguin Book of Romantic Poetry ed. Jonathan and Jessica Wordsworth (not required)
Voltaire: Candide Norton critical edition or Bantam classic version suggested, but any version works (you can find this as an e-text online as well.)
http://www.esp.org/books/voltaire/candide.pdf
Introducing the Enlightenment: A Graphic guide (required)
Introducing Romanticism: A Graphic Guide (required)
Important Dates:

http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/documents/Important-Dates-Calendar-2018-2019.pdf
When we have breaks, finals, etc.

http://valenciacollege.edu/calendar/documents/2018-19-Academic-Calendar.pdf
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Caspar David Friedrich -  Abbey among Oak Trees 1819
Behavior and other rules:

How you could potentially fail the class….make sure you read.

I will not withdraw you, but there are ways you can fail, if you behave in a disruptive manner. Overtly racist or bigoted comments about sexual orientation, race, gender, nationality, religion or creed, politics, etc, may, upon my discretion, be reported to student affairs, or your grades may suffer dramatically, including failure of the class. This typically will only happen if you are intentionally rude. I encourage critical thinking and academic questioning.  Legitimate critical thinking is absolutely not considered rude or disrespectful, but it must be done within an academic framework for the purposes of this class’ academic goals. Mere personal opinion, while important to each of us, is not particularly valuable in academics, though it may help inspire your critical drive. Keep this in mind …we must all work together in the class discussions, and while I want there to be open honest discussion, I do not want you to forget your manners and your ethics when dealing with other people.  If you do not reflect on the ethics of your approach to social interaction, now would be as good a time to start. When in doubt, feel free to ask. 

Attendance and Tardiness:

Every student is expected to attend every class.  Students arriving late or leaving early will be documented; two tardies/self-dismissals will result in an absence. Excessive absences mean I can failing the class; missing a week or more of instruction in a fifteen-week class greatly reduces your chances of being successful. I reserve the right to fail anyone who misses more than a week and turns in only seventy-five percent of their work, rather than drop you from the class, so please keep this in mind.  It is your responsibility to show up for a class and know what is happening in a class. If you have challenges at any point in the semester please bring this to my attention so we can work out what is the best alternative for you as a student. If you are proactive about possible problems, that is much better.  Waiting until after there is a problem may end up costing you the grade you want or worse depending on the scenario, so keep track of your absences.

“We [empiricists] never prove a theory right; we merely fail to prove it wrong.” Karl Popper:  

Other class protocol: You may lose points, be counted as not present, be asked to leave if you do not keep these rules in mind.  What I will do is at my discretion.

· Please avoid getting up in the middle of class to use the restroom, make/answer a call etc., unless you have a medical condition documented in writing by the OSD.  If we watch a documentary, you may not go to the restroom unless it is an emergency, or you may be asked to stay outside, wait till the documentary is over and be counted absent.  

· There will be NO general NEED, for you to have an iPod, recorder, phone, or computer (laptop) in class. IF YOU PLAN TO USE A LAPTOP (or tablet), YOU BETTER ASK FIRST as explained earlier. I make exceptions for anyone that turns in a contractual understanding that is signed and dated about tech usage.  This contract should state that you understand that you are to only use tech for the sole purposes of taking notes in class and that you understand that if you are caught doing something else, you automatically may fail the class outright.

· Please turn off or silence all cell phones BEFORE you get to class. Policy: Let’s vote! (Actually we didn’t vote, but you must dance for thirty seconds, either beside your desk, or in front of the class.)

· Falling asleep = absence. See above policy. If you fall asleep, you may be asked to leave the class.

· Students with disabilities/special needs should contact me with OSD forms for appropriate adjustments and/or accommodations in class. This is up to you.  If you do not inform me that you have special needs, I officially do not know and do not have to accommodate you.  I will try of course, but I need to know what you need to make the class work for you,.

If you miss a class, it is YOUR responsibility to know what you missed and to make up the work. If you miss:    I mentioned this earlier, but it cannot help but repeat….DO NOT CONTACT ME THE NEXT DAY AND ASK WHAT YOU MISSED!!!!

(Notes and discussion: get highlights from a classmate; please do not count on me to fill you in.

( In-class activities: Only students who are PRESENT count.

(Turning in an essay/written assignment:  These papers must be submitted in person and at the start of class on the day they are due, UNLESS I SAY DIFFERENT. Any assignment turned in after this time will likely lose points. If you know you will miss one of these days, turn it in early in class, or turn it in to the Fine Arts  Office, 5-146, to have it time/date stamped and put in the appropriate mailbox…just tell them my name. If these options are impossible, you must get permission FROM ME, BEFORE THE DUE DATE, to send your assignment(s) via Atlas. I do not use blackboard at this time. Do not leave work anywhere else, especially under my office doors.

All late work is subject to losing a letter grade at my discretion (10%) per day, including weekends. I do take into consideration that life is not fair and that things can get in the way, but it better be good. I sometimes have to follow these rules, but in the end I try my best to facilitate your learning.

Course Requirements & Grades:

My rubric is professionally subjective in relation to the topic, grammatical in the sense that you either clearly communicate or not, and stylistic in the sense that you have a thesis and support it, but if you are eloquent while doing so, even better.  Every support of your thesis is subject to point loss.  Your thesis is subject to point loss, your conclusion is subject to point loss.

Each assignment, when given, will have its own unique requirements, which will dictate what is necessary for the thesis and support. 

Here is the general breakdown:

100% = A

Thesis = 30%

Body (support) = 30%

Conclusion = 30%

Grammar and style = 5% (If grammar clouds the thesis, body, Conclusion, etc., in a way that makes your paper impossible to understand, then you may still lose points in those areas if grammar is bad enough. This 5% ONLY REFERS TO: Comma splices, Fragments, run-ons, misused semi-colons, verb tense shifts, subject verb agreement, and titles properly addressed MLA if used, etc.  If all of these above aspects are running badly though it could easily change the way in which the other parts of the paper work and will bleed over into that aspect of the grade.)
Properly finished (stapled, class info, etc.) = 5%  You come to class with the essay stapled, no folding corners, tearing corners, etc., although I will take paper clips.  NO FOLDERS OR JACKETS ON THE ESSAYS, the thought is nice, but it simply a waste of money, material, and the cases slip around and are annoying when in a stack with other papers.

Total = 100%

 This is the basic rubric by which I will determine the grade of an essay. I will comment on each aspect of your essays. Since I am not teaching this as a composition instructor, I will be focusing my rubric on the four main aspects mentioned above: 1.Thesis construction 2. The Body paragraphs, specifically the effectiveness of your support, must work in conjunction with your thesis 3.Conclusion paragraph 4. Do you effectively use MLA 7 to show from where you information comes.  This is essential, and if you do not remember you absolutely must understand what parenthetical documentation is.  You must understand this, look it up, go ask about it at the writing lab, but it is essential to tell your reader on what authority you back up your thesis, and that requires you understand MLA rules.

Each paper’s length is subject to change, though there will be an average length on most papers of  four pages double-spaced.  I accept a maximum of fifty pages per essay in case you are a budding writer and would like to try to go for a larger more ambitious work.  I support you in that, but make sure, if the paper is that long, that you have some idea of what you are doing, and please talk to me about your intentions before committing to a length of that nature.

I do look for proofread papers that strive to communicate ideas with an eye towards analysis.  Though I stress that the ultimate source of your analysis is you, the student, you must rely on supporting evidence from the analytical tools as well as the primary source material for your opinion to retain any validity. In many ways you will be constructing a point of view out of preexisting ideas, but this is natural.  You are students, non-professionals at mythology, humanities, etc., and there will be times when you merely need to show you understand.  Novel thesis ideas are far and few in between, and must be supported with evidence, but if you think you have a novel idea, come see me and let’s find out.  For you it is important to understand this is an exercise; this is school, this is not a professional paper because you have no authority on your own, which means that support is non-optional. 

In other words, though I respect you as students, and I respect your opinions in general, I cannot accept your opinion academically unless you understand how exactly you have come to have your opinion and why you can have your opinion.  This takes some amount of research and reading, taking clues from the class and the textbook, and any further reading you may elect to do on your own.  I always can suggest further reading on many topics. 

Grammar may not be stressed, but it will be noticed if sloppy and bumpy when I am reading the paper and certainly if your grammar or your style is particularly bad, this will be reflected in your grade.  When in doubt, go work on your skills in the writing lab, though please do not expect them to do your proofreading; they are there to help you help yourself with grammatical and conceptual difficulties, not to proofread.
Revision Policy:

Within two weeks of getting your essay back, if you feel you want to revise it for a better grade, or just to promote better writing, you have two weeks. Please do not push me on this.  You may not revise a paper unless you meet the minimum requirement. 

*Please turn in the previously graded paper with the revision.

Response papers, in-class work and the research paper, if there is one, MAY NOT be revised.

Academic Dishonesty:

 Quite simply, all work that you turn in MUST be your own, original work. Any and all outside sources MUST BE documented, or you are committing plagiarism, an offense punishable by a failing grade on the assignment and/or a failing grade in the course. Ignorance of MLA citation is no defense; even inadvertent plagiarism subjects the writer to these consequences. Note that MLA is now in its seventh addition and many aspects have changed, which you should look up if you are in doubt. 
Plagiarism if unacceptable
All work submitted for credit in this class must be the product of the individual student’s own original thoughts supported and informed by appropriately documented and credited sources. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s words, ideas, pictures, design, and/or intellectual property without the correct documentation and punctuation. 

If you so plagiarize, you risk automatic failure of the assignment and possibly the class, depending on how serious the problem.
Format for assignments:

All assignments written outside of class need to be word processed. 

The Four Main Assignments
The four main essays are equally 25% of your final grade, which may or may not be further affected by other factors mentioned in this syllabus, such as behavior and attendance.  Each assignment follows the section of lecture within that period of the class and will be using all the relevant information in their construction.

Essay One: Overview and Rationalism and Empiricism

Essay Two: Religion and the sublime (Enlightenment and Romanticism’s connection)
Essay Three: Evaluation of Voltaire’s Candide

Essay Four: Themes in Romanticism

Specific and well detailed prompts will be provided to you as we get within two weeks of each essays due date, as that is the time I allow you to construct each writing.
If I have to give quizzes on readings or other work, that grade will detract from the essay grade on which we are working at the time.
Disclaimer:

Anything in this syllabus may be changed by the instructor. Any changes will be made in class and/or via Atlas. Students enrolled in this class after the drop/refund deadline AUTOMATICALLY accept and agree to abide by this syllabus. Forgive any typos, but feel free to point them out as I am sure I missed one of more.
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Section From Francisco Goya – Saturn Devouring His Son 1819-1823                                       
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